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The Development of English Reading Comprehension Skill Exercises
by Using Task-based Reading Activity Based on Kanchanaburi
Local Information for the Eighth - grade Students
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1. study the fundamental data to develop the exercises for English
reading comprehension skills 2. develop the exercises of English reading comprehension skills 3. implement
of the exercises to evaluate of English reading comprehension skills based on Kanchanaburi local information,
desired characteristics (Dedication and commitment to work) and study students’ opinion toward the exercises for
English reading comprehension exercises. The sample of this research consisted of 30 students of the eighth grade
during the second semester of academic year 2015 of The pmongkhonrangsi school, Kanchanaburi. The duration
of the implementation covered 12 hours. The research design was one group pretest-posttest design. The research
instruments were the questionnaire needs of exercises, the interview form, the exercises, the lesson plans, the reading
comprehension skills pre-posttest, desired characteristics form, and the students’ opinion questionnaire. The obtained
data were analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation, dependent t-test and content analysis.

The results of this research were as follow :

1. The students and teachers would like the exercises that based on general information, special events and
festivals, famous people, local food and tourist attractions of Kanchanaburi. The exercises should use simple langnage,
be varety of activities, begin with easy to difficult content, access the internet for information. 2. The exercises were
consisted of name, preface, the explanation of using the exercises, tables of content, standards, indicators, objectives,
pretest, lesson plans, exercises, posttest and answer keys.The exerciseshad 5 sets followed Getting to know general
information, Getting to know great times, Getting to know famous people, Getting to know local products, Getting
to know tourist attractions, The efficiency of exercises was 82.33/80.56. 3. The exercise implement found that The
English reading comprehension posttest scores were higher than before pretest scores significantat the 0.05 level.
The desirable characteristics on the commitment in works feature at a good level. Considering that the students’
opinions toward the exercises was found that the students had positive opinion toward the exercises for English
reading comprehension.

Key words : exercise, task-based reading, Kanchanaburi local information
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