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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the level of community participation in health promotion
tourism management in the case of hot spring in Amphoe Nong Ya Plong, Petchaburi Province, 2) investigate the level
of supporting factors for community participation in health promotion tourism management, 3) examine community’s
problems and obstacles in health promotion tourism management, and 4) suggest the guidelines for development of
community participation in tourism management. The mixed research methodology was applied in this study. The
quantitative data were collected from the 249 samples consisting of entrepreneurs and people, 18 years old and over,
living in Moo 5, Ban Phu Nam Ron, under Yang Nam Klat Nuea Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Amphoe
Nong Ya Plong, Phetchaburi Province. The sample size, 153 samples, was determined by using Taro Yamane’s
formula. The qualitative data were collected by using a structured interview form from 12 key informants, consisting
of managers of hot spring bath center, entrepreneurs and tourists. The research instruments were a questionnaire and
an interview form. The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and one-
way analysis of variance. The paired difference was analyzed by using Schefé’s method.

The qualitative data were analyzed by using content analysis; 1) The level of opinion on community participation
in health promotion tourism management in all 5 aspects was overall at a moderate level. When each aspect was
considered, people participating in community participation in promoting tourism management was at a low level. The
opinion of people with different gender and the use of hot spring was not different both in each aspect and in overall,
whereas that of people with different age, educational level, and occupation, number of family members, income, and
duration of living in Ban Phu Nam Ron, and status in the community was overall different with statistical significance
at the level of 0.05. 2) The level of opinion on supporting factors for health promotion tourism in all 4 aspects was
overall at a moderate level. 3) The important problems and obstacles on people participation in health promotion
tourism consisted of the sample group receiving too little information on health promotion tourism through the media.
In addition, most samples lacking knowledge and right understanding on health promotion tourism. Moreover, most of
them still lacked participation in health promotion tourism. There should be an increase in local products or specific
souvenirs of the village. And, the lack of budget from external agencies in organizing activities or projects related to

health promotion tourism resulted in ineffective development. 4) The recommendations from the study were that more
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channels for publicizing health promotion tourism information should be provided, that the staff, lecturers, or experts
in health promotion tourism should be provided to give knowledge and understanding to the people, that the activities
to promote the health promotion tourism should be organized in various communities, and that the governmental

agencies should allocate budget for organizing activities or projects related to health promotion tourism.
Keywords: community participation, health tourism, Nong Ya Plong
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